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February 
Religious observances 

5 Sun Prophet Muhammad’s Birthday 
This date marks the birthday of Muhammad, regarded by Muslims as a 
messenger and prophet of God.

Islamic

15 Wed Nirvana Day 
This day is an observance of the death of the Buddha (Mahayana tradition).

Buddhist

21 Tue Shrove Tuesday 
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent. Pancakes are traditionally eaten on 
this day.

Christian

22 Wed Tibetan New Year (Losar) 
Losar is an occasion to dispel the obstacles and negativities of the old year 
and is marked with activities that symbolise purification.

Buddhist

22 Wed Ash Wednesday - Lent begins 
Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian 
calendar, traditionally a time of fasting and reflection. It begins with Ash 
Wednesday.

Christian

Special dates and celebrations  

25 Sat Greek Antipodes Festival (to 26 Feb) 
The Antipodes Festival takes over Lonsdale Street to celebrate all things 
Greek. Outside of Greece, Melbourne is the largest Greek-speaking city in 
the world.

Greek 
Melbourne 

 

March 
Religious observances 

1 Thu St David’s Day 
Commemorates the patron saint of Wales and has been a national day of 
celebration for Welsh people since the 18th century, featuring parades, 
festivities and singing.

Welsh Christian



8 Thu Magha Puja 
Also known as Sangha Day, this day celebrates the community of followers 
of the teachings of Buddha (Theravada tradition).

Buddhist

8 Thu Purim 
Purim commemorates the time when the Jewish people living in Persia were 
saved from extermination by the courage of a young Jewish woman called 
Esther.

Jewish

8 Thu Holi 
Holi is a boisterous festival with people smearing each other with coloured 
water and bright powders. Originally a festival to celebrate good harvests 
and fertility of the land, Holi also commemorates some key figures in Hindu 
mythology.

Hindu

14 Wed New Year: Nanakshahi 
The Sikh calendar is called the Nanakshahi Calendar and takes its name 
from Guru Nanak, who founded the Sikh religion more than 500 years ago.

Sikh

16 Fri Five Holy Days of Panjeh (to 20 March)
The Mandaeans are an ancient religious community from southern Iraq and 
Iran. The five days of hallowed Panjeh are good omen days in the Mandean 
calendar when rituals and celebrations are held. 

Mandaean

17 Sat St Patrick’s Day 
This day is Ireland’s National Day. St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland and 
brought Christianity to Ireland in the early days of the faith.

Irish Christian

21 Wed Norouz New Year 
Norouz means ‘new day’ in Persian and is a traditional festival of spring 
that has been celebrated for more than 3000 years by people from Iran and 
surrounding countries.

Baha’i and 
Zoroastrian

Special dates and celebrations  

17 Sat Cultural Diversity Week (17 to 25 March) 
Cultural Diversity Week features a program of festivals and events 
highlighting Victoria’s cultural, linguistic and religious diversity.

Victoria

21 Wed Harmony Day 
Harmony Day celebrates the cohesive and inclusive nature of our nation 
and promotes the benefits of cultural diversity. Schools, community groups 
and organisations across Australia host Harmony Day events. http://www.
harmony.gov.au/harmony-day/ 

Australia

21 Wed International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms that ‘all human beings 
are born free and equal in dignity and rights’. The International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination reminds us of our collective responsibility 
for promoting and protecting this ideal.

Global

25 Sun Thai Culture and Food Festival
This is a celebration of Thai culture in Federation Square, Melbourne, with 
food stalls, dancing, arts and crafts.

Thai Melbourne
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April 
Religious observances 

1 Sun Ramanavami 
This Hindu festival celebrates the birth of Lord Rama, hero of the religious 
epic poem, ‘The Ramayana’. The day involves the telling of stories and 
attending temples.

Hindu

6 Fri Easter 
Easter commemorates the resurrection (return to life) of Jesus Christ 
following his death by crucifixion. It is the most significant event of the 
Christian calendar.

Christian

6 Fri Good (Holy) Friday 
This is a solemn Christian remembrance of the suffering and crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ. 

Christian

6 Fri Hanuman Jayanti 
This day is a Hindu celebration of Hanuman who was an embodiment of 
Lord Rama. Devotion and selfless work are encouraged.

Hindu

6 Fri Theravada New Year (to 9 April) 
This New Year Buddhist festival is celebrated for three days from the first full 
moon day in April.

Buddhist

7 Sat Annunciation 
The Coptic Church has a major feast on this day.

Coptic Orthodox

7 Sat Pesach - Passover 
Passover is one of the most important Jewish festivals. It commemorates 
the liberation by Moses of the Jewish people from slavery.

Jewish

14 Sat Baisakhi 
Baisakhi – or Vaisakhi – is an ancient harvest festival which marks the 
beginning of a new solar year and harvest season. Baisakhi also marks the 
founding of the Khalsa in the 17th century, which is the collective body of all 
baptised Sikhs.

Sikh

19 Thu Yom HaShoah - Holocaust Remembrance Day 
This day remembers the six million Jews killed by the Nazis between 1933 
and 1945. It is observed by many people of Jewish and other faiths.

Jewish

21 Sat First Day of Ridvan 
This Baha’i commemoration is of the 12-day period in 1863 when 
Baha’u’llah declared that he was God’s messenger for this age. Work is 
suspended on days 1, 9, and 12 of the festival.

Baha’i

23 Mon St George’s Day 
St George is the patron saint of England. St George, a prominent military 
saint, is one of the most venerated saints in the Christian church.

English Christian
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Special dates and celebrations  

13 Fri Songkran - Thai New Year (to 15 April) 
Songkran, the Thai New Year and Water Festival, is one of Thailand’s oldest 
and favourite festivals. Thai communities across Australia celebrate this 
festival with food, crafts and performers.

Thai

14 Sat Sinhala and Tamil New Year 
The two main Sri Lankan ethnic groups, the Sinhalese and the Tamils, 
celebrate a common traditional New Year on this day.

Sri Lankan

25 Wed Anzac Day 
Anzac Day is one of Australia’s most important dates of national 
commemoration. It marks the anniversary of the first major military action 
fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War 
(1914-18), at Gallipoli. Dawn services at war memorials honour the sacrifice 
of those who died in war. Marches and reunions are held during the day.

Australia

May 
Religious observances 

2 Wed Twelfth Day of Ridvan 
This Baha’i commemoration is of the 12-day period in 1863 when 
Baha’u’llah declared that he was God’s messenger for this age. Work is 
suspended on days 1, 9, and 12 of the festival.

Baha’i

6 Sun Buddha Day - Vesak Day 
Vesak is the major Buddhist festival of the year and celebrates the birth, 
enlightenment and death of the Buddha.

Buddhist

17 Thu Ascension of Christ 
This day observes the departure of Jesus from earth after his resurrection. It 
is perhaps the earliest observed celebration in Christianity.

Christian

20 Sun Birthday of John the Baptist 
Mandaeans are the followers of Prophet John (The Baptist) and celebrate his 
birth on this day. The essential religious foundation of Mandaean is baptism 
in flowing water fulfilled on Sundays.

Mandaean

23 Wed Declaration of the Báb’s 
This date marks the anniversary of the Báb’s announcement of his mission 
in 1844. The Báb is a prophet and forerunner of the Baha’i faith. Work is 
suspended on this day.

Baha’i

27 Sun Shavuot (to 28 May) 
Shavuot is a Jewish celebration of Moses’s descent from Mount Sinai with 
the Ten Commandments.

Jewish

29 Tue Ascension of Baha’u’llah  
This day marks the death of the founder of the Baha’i faith, Baha’u’llah, in 
1892. Work is suspended on this day.

Baha’i
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Special dates and celebrations  

14 Mon Buddha’s Day and Multicultural Festival, Melbourne (to 15 May) 
This festival commemorates the birth of the Buddha and promotes 
cooperation, community understanding and harmony in a culturally diverse 
community.

Melbourne

27 Sun National Reconciliation Week (to 3 June)
National Reconciliation Week celebrates the rich culture and history of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Australia

June 
Religious observances 

3 Sun Pentecost 
Pentecost celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit and is regarded by some 
Christians as the birthday of the Christian church. 
The Coptic Church has a major feast on this day.

Christian and 
Coptic Orthodox

16 Sat Shahidi of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib
On this day Sikhs remember those who have suffered for the faith. 

Sikh

Special dates and celebrations  

13 Wed Queen’s Birthday 
Celebrating the King or Queen of Australia’s birthday in Australia dates back 
to 1788. Order of Australia award recipients are announced on Australia Day 
and the Queen’s Birthday.

Australian

17 Sun Refugee Week (to 23 June)
Since early 1945, seven million people have come to Australia as new 
settlers, including more than 700,000 people under humanitarian programs, 
initially as displaced persons and more recently as refugees.

Australian

20 Wed World Refugee Day 
The United Nations Refugee Agency sets aside this day to commemorate 
the heroic endurance of refugees who have been victimised by violence 
around the world and to raise awareness of their plight. 

Global
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July 
Religious observances 

3 Tue Asalha Puja 
This Buddhist date commemorates the first sermon delivered by the Buddha 
after his enlightenment.

Buddhist

9 Mon Martyrdom of the Báb 
The Báb was executed in 1850. He was a prophet and forerunner of the 
Baha’i faith. Work is suspended on this day.

Baha'i

17 Tue Dehva Rabba (Mandaean New Year ) 
The glorious eve of Dehva Rabba marks the end of the Mandean calendar. 
Mandeans stay at home on the first day of the eve, then pay and repay visits 
on the second morning of the eve.

Mandaean

20 Fri Ramadan begins 
Ramadan is the most auspicious month on the Islamic calendar, being the 
month in which the first verses of the Qur’an were revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad. During Ramadan Muslims around the world fast from sunrise 
to sunset.

Islamic

Special dates and celebrations  

1 Sun NAIDOC Week (to 8 July) 
NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee. NAIDOC Week celebrates the history, culture and achievements 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Australian

7 Sat Tartan Day 
Tartan Day is a celebration of Scottish heritage that commemorates the 
repeal of an English law in 1782 that had banned the wearing of tartan.

Scottish 

August 
Religious observances 

2 Thurs Raksha Bandhan
Raksha Bandhan means bond of protection. This Hindu festival honours 
the love between brothers and sisters and is marked by the tying of a rakhi 
thread by the sister on the wrist of her brother.

Hindu 

10 Fri Krishna Janmashtami 
This festival is one of the most important events in the Hindu calendar. It 
celebrates the birth of Lord Krishna, a Hindu diety, more than 5000 years 
ago.

Hindu

15 Wed Dormition of the Theotokos
This day commemorates the death and burial of the Virgin Mary.

Orthodox 
Christian
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19 Sun Eid al Fitr (end of Ramadan) 
The Islamic month of fasting, Ramadan, ends with the festival of Eid al Fitr. 
A celebratory meal breaks the fast and at this time charity and good deeds 
have special significance. Eid is also a time of forgiveness and making 
amends.

Islamic

September 
Religious observances 

1 Sat Parkash Aadh Granth Sahib 
The Aadh Granth (Original Scripture) was installed at Harmandir Sahib 
(Golden Temple) Amritsar in India. The first reading ceremony was on 1 
September 1604.

Sikh

11 Tues Coptic New Year 
The Copts have been celebrating New Year for over 1700 years and the 
Coptic Orthodox Church is one of the oldest Christian churches in the world.

Coptic Orthodox

17 Mon Rosh Hashanah 
The Jewish New Year festival commemorating the creation of the world. A 
synagogue ritual is the blowing of the Shofar, a ram’s horn trumpet. Apples 
are dipped in honey as a symbol of the sweet New Year that lies ahead.

Jewish

19 Wed Ganesh Chaturthi  
This popular festival culminates with a clay statue of Ganesh being 
immersed in water to remove the misfortunes of mankind as the statue 
dissolves.

Hindu

26 Wed Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
This holiest day of the Jewish year is observed with fasting and repentance. 
Many Jews will refrain from work and attend synagogue services.

Jewish

Special dates and celebrations  

1 Sat National Wattle Day 
Wattle is Australia’s national floral emblem. With nearly 1000 Australian 
species, wattles symbolise diversity and resilience.

Australian

17 Mon Australian Citizenship Day 
Citizenship ceremonies are held across Australia to welcome people into the 
Australian community. Citizenship is the bond which unites all Australians. 
See: www.citizenship.gov.au/

Australian

21 Fri International Day of Peace 
This United Nations Day provides an opportunity for individuals, 
organisations and nations to create practical acts of peace on a shared 
date. 

Global 

22 Sat Oktoberfest (to 7 Oct) 
Oktoberfest is a German festival celebrated by communities worldwide. 

German 
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30 Sun Mid-Autumn (Moon) Festival 
The Mid-Autumn Festival is a popular East Asian celebration of abundance 
and togetherness, dating back over 3000 years. The traditional food of this 
festival is the mooncake, this is a special festival for children.

East Asian

October 
Religious observances 

1 Mon Sukkot 
Sukkot commemorates the 40-year period during which the Jewish people 
were wandering in the desert. Sukkot were the huts in which they lived 
during this time.

Jewish

20 Sat Birth of the Báb  
Baha’i followers celebrate the birth of the Báb on this day, a prophet and 
forerunner of their faith. 

Baha'i

20 Sat Inauguration (Gurgadi) of Guru Granth Sahib  
This day commemorates the eternal installation of the Sikh holy book, Guru 
Granth Sahib.

Sikh

24 Wed Vijay Dashami 
This Hindu festival marks the triumph of good over evil. 

Hindu

26 Fri Eid al Adha 
The Feast of Sacrifice commemorates the ordeal of Abraham who was 
asked to sacrifice his only son to prove his faith to Allah (God).

Islamic

Special dates and celebrations  

31 Wed Halloween 
Halloween has its origins in ancient pagan, Celtic harvest and Christian 
festivals. Children dress up as witches, devils, ghosts and skeletons and 
seek small treats from neighbours.

American/ 
Western

November 
Religious observances 

1 Thu All Saints’ Day 
This Christian day honours saints, known and unknown. Saints are men and 
women recognised for lives of holiness and devotion to God or who were 
martyred for their faith.

Christian

12 Mon Birth of Baha’u’llah 
On this day people of Baha’i faith refrain from work and celebrate the birth of 
their faith’s founder.

Baha'i
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13 Tue Deepavali – Festival of Lights 
Australians of Hindu, Sikh, and Jain faiths celebrate Deepavali (Diwali), or the 
Festival of Lights. This is a very popular festival that celebrates the victory of 
good over evil, light over darkness and knowledge over ignorance.

Hindu, Sikh, Jain

15 Thu Al Hijra/Muharram (New Year) 
Muharram is the first month of the year on the Islamic Calendar and marks 
the New Year for Muslims.

Islamic

24 Sat Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Guru Tegh Bahadur, the 9th Guru, sacrificed his life to defend the religious 
freedom of another faith.

Sikh

24 Sat Ashura
Ashura marks Noah’s departure from the ark, the exodus of Moses from 
Egypt and the martyrdom of Prophet Muhammad’s grandson.

Islamic

28 Wed Birth of Guru Nanak Dev Sahib 
Guru Nanak Dev was the founder of the Sikh faith and way of life. 

Sikh

30 Fri St Andrew’s Day 
St Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland. His feast day, 30 November, is the 
national day of Scotland.

Scottish 
Christian 

Special dates and celebrations  

3 Sat Awwal Abhar
Mandean feast celebrating seasonal change and prosperity.  

Mandean

11 Sun Remembrance Day 
This day marks the anniversary of the armistice which ended the First World 
War (1914–18). We observe one minute’s silence at 11am in memory of the 
millions who died or suffered in all wars and armed conflicts.

Australian

16 Fri International Day for Tolerance 
‘Tolerance does not mean indifference or a grudging acceptance of others. 
It is a way of life based on mutual understanding and respect for others, 
and on the belief that global diversity is to be embraced, not feared.’ UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Global

18 Sun Polish Festival 
Celebration of Polish food and culture in Federation Square. 

Polish 
Melbourne 

25 Sun White Ribbon Day 
This day is the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women. Everyone can show their commitment to ending violence against 
women by wearing a white ribbon.

Australian
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December 
Religious observances 

2 Sun First Sunday of Advent 
Advent is observed with the lighting of advent candles, display of wreaths 
and special ceremonies. Advent also anticipates the coming again to earth 
of Jesus Christ.

Christian

8 Sat Immaculate Conception 
This Catholic feast day commemorates the belief that Mary, mother of 
Jesus, was preserved from original sin all of her life.

Christian

9 Sun Chanukah – Festival of Lights 
Chanukah (Hanukkah) commemorates the recapture and rededication of 
the Jerusalem Temple. It lasts for eight days and nights, and each night an 
additional candle is lit.

Jewish

25 Tue Christmas Day 
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, peace on earth and good will. 
Christmas lights and trees are displayed, carols sung and children eagerly 
await the arrival of Santa Claus and gifts.

Christian
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